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More challenges
from Greenpeace

Associated Press

Greenpeace said Tuesday
it is seeking court injunctions
to block the construction of a
third nuclear power plant in
Brazil, which is searching for
ways to produce more energy
for Latin America’s largest
nation.

The environmental group
said it is seeking a restraining
order from a federal court in
Angra dos Reis, a coastal resort
south of Rio de Janeiro and the
site of Brazil’s only two nuclear
power plants.

Federal court judge Raffaele
Felice Pirro on Tuesday gave
the defendants—the federal
government, the Electronuclear
power company, Brazil’s envi-
ronmental protection agency
and the Rio de Janeiro State
Environmental Engineering
Federation, or Feema—72
hours to respond before he
rules on the request.

Another suit was filed in
the nation’s capital, Brasilia,
Greenpeace press spokes-
woman Gabriela Michelotti
said.

Nuclear plants Angra 1 and
Angra 2 have an installed ca-
pacity of about 2,000 mega-
watts. Angra 3 would raise

capacity to 3,300 megawatts at
a cost of about US$3.6 billion,
the Mines and Energy Ministry
said.

In August, the government
moved to restart work on Angra
3, which has been stalled since
the 1980s by lack of funds. The
government said this year it
could build an additional four
to eight nuclear power plants
after Angra 3.

Greenpeace is claiming in
its suits that the construction of
Angra 3 is “illegal and uncon-
stitutional.” It argues the plant
lacks the express authorization
of President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva and the approval of
Congress.

The Associated Press tele-
phoned Electronuclear and
Ibama but was told that no
one was available to comment.
A call to Feema went unan-
swered.

Brazil needs energy to
fuel its expanding economy.
In July, Ibama gave prelimi-
nary approval to a $10 billion
to $14.7 billion project to build
two dams in the Amazon that
would generate 6,450 mega-
watts, or 8 percent of current
electricity demand.

Critics of nuclear energy say
Brazil should use more solar,
wind and biomass energy.

King comes to visit

Associated Press

Thousands cheered to the
boom of a 21-cannon welcom-
ing Spain’s king and queen to
the North African enclave of
Melilla on Tuesday, the second
day of a trip that has seriously
irked Morocco.

The two-day visit is King
Juan Carlos’ first as head of
state to Ceuta and Melilla,
North African cities that are
remnants of Spain’s colonial
empire but which Morocco
claims as its own territory.

Thousands waving Spain’s
red-and-yellow flag packed
Melilla’s Plaza de Espana
square and chanted “Ole! Ole!
Ole! We are Spanish!” as the
king and Queen Sofia arrived
Tuesday.

They received a similar re-
ception Monday in Ceuta,
Spain’s other enclave about
140 miles further west along
Morocco’s northern coast.

Moroccans demonstrated
Monday and Tuesday against
the trip, and the Moroccan
government last week recalled
its ambassador from Spain in
protest.

Moroccan Prime Minister
Abbas El Fassi said the kingdom
would continue to mobilize “to
recover the two occupied cities
and the neighboring islands,”
according to Morocco’s official
MAP news agency.

Morocco has “inalienable,
legitimate and indisputable
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Spanish King Juan Carlos
was warmly welcomed

by citizens of Spain’s
enclaves but more coldly

by Moroccans in his visit to
Melilla and Ceuta this week.

rights to reintegrate these lands
into its sovereignty,” the prime
minister told the House of
Representatives, calling the
Spanish visit “inadmissible and
inopportune,” MAP said.

In his speeches in both cit-
ies, the Spanish king has not
mentioned the dispute, saying
only that he had long planned
to visit Ceuta and Melilla.

“As a king who owes every-
thing to all Spaniards, I had an

obligation to visit

SPAIN

MOROCCO

 OMelilla

Melilla with the
queen,” he said.
Spain defends
its sovereignty
over Ceuta and
Melilla by not-
ing that the cit-
ies have been
Spanish for more
than 400 years,
longer than
Morocco has
been a sovereign

FILEGRAPHIC|  state.

Writers striking Hollywood

BY KRISTEN FLETCHER
Guest Writer

All the favorite shows are
now reverting to reruns.

Shows like “Saturday
Night Live,” “The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno,” “Two
and a Half Men,” “Late
Night with Conan O’Brien”
and “The Daily Show,”
among other late night com-
edies, have been silenced
or shut down due to the
writers’ walkout strike in
Hollywood.

This weekend, “SNL”
begins repeating episodes.
It was reported that “Two
and a Half Men” will run
out of episodes at the end of
the month.

The fall of these comedies,
however, is only the begin-
ning. Dramas and other
comedies are soon to fol-
low.

Steve Carell did not show
up to film “The Office” on
Monday. The show contin-
ued filming without Carell
but will inevitably grind to a
halt without new scripts.

NBC is planning to end
the semi-popular series
“Friday Night Lights” and
also “Las Vegas.” Fans of
“30 Rock” will also be dis-
appointed to hear that the
show plans to be shut down
on Friday. Disruptions by
strikers ended this week’s
filming of CBS’s new show
“Cane.”

‘With no end to this strike
in sight, networks are scram-
bling for material to fill time
slots. Viewers should expect
more reruns of their favorite
shows.

Movies and reality shows
may appear more frequently on
network television.

The strike began when
Hollywood writers demanded
royalty payments for movies
and television shows played
online.

“So, just to be absolutely
clear: in the event of a strike,
we, the following showrun-
ners, will do no writing and
no story breaking — nor will
any be asked of our writing
staffs — until we get a deal,”
stated the Writers Guild of
America, who organized the
strike.

Negotiations on Sunday be-
tween networks and the Writers
Guild of America failed. Both
writers and networks are antici-
pating a long standoff.

“We’re hunkered down
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Television shows such as Fox’s ‘Bones’ will air fewer fresh
episodes as the Writers Guild of America goes on strike.

for a long one,” said Nick
Counter, chief negotiator for
the Alliance of Motion Picture
and Television Producers.

This is the first Hollywood
writers’ strike in 10 years.
In 1988, writers were on strike
for 22 weeks, resulting in a
loss of $500 million in the
industry.

“A lot of people stopped
watching in the last strike, and
some didn’t come back,” said
“Simpsons” executive producer
James L. Brooks.

Fortunately, the majority of
prime-time shows and movie
producers report they will be
unaffected by the strike, at least
for this year. Many shows have
enough scripts completed to last
them until early next year, and
movie producers have scripts
stockpiled in their studios.

Guatemala’s new leadership

BY KATIE SYTSEMA
Nat-World Editor

After a tense election
race and history of violence,
Guatemala’s presidential
election concluded on
Sunday with Alvaro Colom’s
victory and hope for a stable
and prosperous nation.

Colom, the center-left-
wing candidate beat right-
wing opponent Otto Perez
Molina in a five percent lead.
This was Colom’s third run
for presidency.

Molina, who retired
from an army general posi-
tion, planned to restructure
Guatemala with a tougher
approach to crime and more
military presence in the
government and civilian
life.

But Guatemala has seen
enough military involve-
ment in recent history. Its
36-year-long civil war ended
just over a decade ago, leav-
ing more than 200,000 dead
or missing.

The BBC reported that the
country’s murder rate from
organized crime or gang at-
tacks is around 5,000 deaths
per year, which makes it one
of Latin America’s most vio-
lent countries.

Even during the presiden-
tial race over 50 lives of poli-
ticians and party workers
were lost, making this recent
campaign the bloodiest since
the war’s end in 1996.

But many Guatemalans
are optimistic about Colom’s
election, as his goals steer
away from military force
and focuses on combating
the high crime and mur-

der rates by helping to lift the
country’s impoverished and
improve social and ethnic ten-
sions that still linger from the
civil war.

“All this violence comes
from the lack of employment. I
just hope he creates more jobs,”
Yolanda Morales told Reuters.

Colom is ordained as a
Mayan priest, and drew much
of his campaign support from
the 23 Mayan ethnic groups
which make up over 40 per-
cent of the population, the
BBC reports. One of his first
orders of business is to restore
social democracy and restore
social equality be-
tween the native
Mayans and other
Guatemalans.

Colom’s four-
year term will be-
ginon Jan. 4, 2008,
and he will be the
first left-wing presi-
dent in over a de-
cade.

Guatemala is
one of the United
States’ free trade
partners, but de-
spite its large eco-
nomic gain from
coffee exports and
tourism, it still fac-
es many issues to
be dealt with.

The high crime
and low prosecu-
tion rates also must
be addressed, since
an average of 17
murders are com-
mitted per day in
Guatemala with
only two percent
of the murder cases
getting solved.

Colom believes

that close relations with the
United States will be essen-
tial for the current state of
Guatemala to improve, the
BBC reported.

With or without interna-
tional assistance, Colom will
still have to tackle issues during
his presidency such as the vast
drug trade which transports
over 200 tons of cocaine from
Colombia to Mexico and the
United States.

Despite the challenges that
he will face, Colom remains
optimistic, telling reporters,
“This is a new page in the his-
tory of the country.”
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Alvaro Colom, Guatemala’s newly-
elected president, casts his ballot in
hopes of making his country safer.
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Georgian protests

Associated Press

Several thousand opposition
protesters maintained their
vigil outside Georgia’s parlia-
ment building Tuesday to urge
President Mikhail Saakashvili
to step down.

A former defense minis-
ter turned opposition activ-
ist, Irakli Okruashvili, helped
fuel the protest by posing as
a “political refugee” in tele-
vised remarks from Munich,
Germany, which were broad-
cast by private TV channel
Imedi live onto a big screen at
a demonstration outside parlia-
ment Monday night.

Thousands of protest-
ers who have been calling
for Saakashvili’s resignation
in street protests since last
week watched the address.
Okruashvili’s initial accusa-
tions against the president,
including an alleged plot to
murder a prominent business-
man, helped ignite the protests
and plunge the country into
political turmoil.

Okruashvili, a former
Saakashvili ally who was dis-
missed as defense chief last
year, was arrested after making
the claims in September. He
told the crowd he was forced
to retract the accusations while
in custody. He was later freed
on multimillion-dollar bail and
went to Germany.

“All the accusations that I
made toward Saakashvili be-
fore my arrest are the truth,”
Okruashvili said. He apolo-
gized for retracting his accusa-
tions under arrest, saying he
was forced to do so. He didn’t
explain how he was forced to
make the retraction.

A day after his arrest, thou-
sands of supporters of a new-
ly united opposition rallied.
Daily protests outside parlia-
ment since Friday, when more
than 50,000 people showed
up, have posed the biggest
challenge to Saakashvili since
his landslide election after the
Rose Revolution four years
ago.

“Let’s see whose nerves are
stronger; we shall go to the
end,” said Zviad Dzidziguri,
the leader of the Conservative

Party, one of the opposition
groups behind the protests.

Late Tuesday, Rustavi 2
television aired a recorded
telephone conversation pro-
vided by the Justice Ministry
in which a man whose voice
resembled Okruashvili’s was
telling a ministry official that
he wants Saakashvili to name
him prime minister. He prom-
ised to end the protests if he
gets the job.

Okruashvili, speaking to
Imedi television afterward,
dismissed the recording as a
fabrication.

The protests are taking
place in the same area as the
massive 2003 demonstrations
known as the Rose Revolution,
which prompted the resigna-
tion of longtime leader Eduard
Shevardnadze and ushered
Saakashvili to power.

Many of Saakashvili’s op-
ponents support the aims with
which he came to power, such
as courting closer ties with
the United States and Europe.
The president has also sought
to decrease Russia’s influence
on the small, economically
struggling Caucasus Mountain
nation and to establish central
government control over two
separatist regions that have run
their own affairs with Russian
support since wars in the early
1990s.

But Saakashvili’s critics have
accused him of increasingly
authoritarian rule. Protesters
initially demanded he annul
a decision to move next year’s
parliamentary elections back
by several months and reform
the electoral system, but now
they are also calling for his
resignation.

Saakashvili has rejected
their demands, saying the par-
liamentary elections would be
held as planned and that—far
from stepping down—he would
run for a second term in a presi-
dential vote expected in late
2008. He suggested Russia was
fomenting the unrest.

Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov dismissed the
Georgian leadership’s action
as “farce.” Georgia’s Foreign
Ministry summoned Russia’s
ambassador to request expla-
nation.

Corners of
the Globe

know
What doyou about

Afghanistan?

Afghanistan has a history involving many foreign countries.
In 1979, Soviet troops took control, followed by the leadership
of Taliban in 1994. The United States involved itself in 2001
post-Sept. 11 by attempting to drive out the Taliban and
sought capture of al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden.

What's on

going ~ over

there?

Ethnic, religious and regional con icts have ravished the
country. Afghanistan remains one of the poorest countries
in the world. On Tuesday, a suicide bomber killed at least 50
people, which was the worst bombing attack since the United
States became involved, Reuters reported.

Why ShOU\SVe care?

As citizens of the United States, we're perceived around the
world very di erently than we realize or intend. For instance,
an Afghan, who may have only experienced the United States
through faces of soldiers and bombs, may view us in quite
adi erent way. Also, the U.S. has a history of international
involvement, and by paying attention to what our country is
abroad, we may more fully understand what it is at home.

Myanmar’s issues discussed

Associated Press

Myanmar’s military junta
has summoned foreign dip-
lomats to its new remote
capital to meet with the U.N.
envoy attempting to end the
country’s political crisis and
promote democratic reform,
diplomats said Tuesday.

The diplomats were asked
to meet Wednesday with
envoy Ibrahim Gambari
in Naypyidaw, where he
has been holding talks with
Cabinet ministers but has
yet to meet with powerful
junta leader Senior Gen.
Than Shwe.

The agenda for the meet-
ing was not known, said
the diplomats, who spoke
on condition of anonymity
because of protocol. They
added that Gambari was
expected to meet recently
appointed Prime Minister
Lt. Gen. Thein Sein before-
hand. However, the junta
holds political control of the
country; the prime minister
holds only nominal power.

There had been specula-
tion Gambari would return
to Yangon on Tuesday to
meet with pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
who is under house arrest.

Rumors had swept
Yangon that Nobel laureate
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Life for Burmese

monks may need some
international attention to
solve lingering issues.

Suu Kyi was in ill health, but
a spokesman for her National
League for Democracy party,
Myint Thein, said that “from
looking at her physical condi-
tion it can be assumed it is not
very serious.”

Speaking to the Norway-
based opposition Democratic
Voice of Burma radio station,
he blamed the problem on a
lack of regular visits by the doc-
tor. The junta allows virtually
no access to Suu Kyi.

Gambari met with both
Than Shwe and Suu Kyi when
he last visited in early October
following the junta’s bloody
Sept. 26-27 crackdown on anti-
government protests.

The U.N.’s special envoy
on human rights in Myanmar,
Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, an-
nounced Tuesday that he has
been invited for a visit next
week by the country’s military
authorities.

Pinheiro, who has been
barred by the junta from visit-
ing since 2003, said in a state-
ment he “welcomes” the invita-
tion to visit Nov. 11-15.

The statement, issued
by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights in Geneva, said Pinheiro
noted that the invitation “sends
a positive indication of the
desire of the authorities to
cooperate with his mandate”
to investigate human rights in
Myanmar.

Gambari met Tuesday
with what a U.N. press re-
lease described as the junta’s
“Authoritative Team,” includ-
ing Information Minister
Brig.-Gen. Kyaw Hsan,
Culture Minister Maj.-Gen.
Khin Aung Myint, Foreign
Minister Nyan Win, and Labor
Minister Aung Kyi, who also
holds the new post of Minister
for Relations, in charge of co-
ordinating communications
with Suu Kyi.

Gambari also met with
Nyan Win on Monday in
Naypyidaw, where he held
talks with representatives of the
Red Cross and ethnic minority
groups, officials and the U.N.
said. Details of the discussions

were not available.

Diplomats said they hoped
Gambari would also visit Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Suu Kyiin
Yangon, Myanmar’s biggest
city. An easing of security out-
side her Yangon home, where
she is under house arrest, in-
dicated such a visit would be
allowed.

But a meeting with Than
Shwe was far from certain
because of a rift between the
U.N. and Myanmar’s military
government.

On Friday, the day before
Gambari’s arrival, the junta
announced it would expel the
top U.N. official in the country,
resident coordinator Charles
Petrie.

It accused Petrie of going
beyond his duties by issuing a
statement criticizing the gen-
erals’ failure to meet the eco-
nomic and humanitarian needs
ofthe people, and by saying this
was the cause of September’s
protests.

In Washington, State
Department spokesman Tom
Casey said the United States
wanted Gambari to be allowed
to “convey his message directly
to all the parties he wishes to
see” so he could tell Myanmar’s
leaders of “the need for them to
change their policies.”

The military stamped out
the peaceful demonstrations
in late September by firing
on the protesters. Authorities
said ten people were killed,
but diplomats and dissidents
said the death toll was much
higher. Thousands of people
were detained.

There have been only two
open demonstrations since
then.

On Saturday, about 50
Buddhist monks dispersed
on orders of riot police and
soldiers after a peaceful march
through the ruby mining town
of Mogok, residents said. The
residents, who asked not to be
named for fear of reprisals, said
there were no arrests.

Last Wednesday, more than
100 monks chanted prayers
while marching in another
northern town, Pakokku.
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